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Mr LANGBROEK (Surfers Paradise—Lib) (5.09 p.m.): I rise to speak to the Education Legislation

Amendment Bill, and in doing so I indicate the Liberal Party's support for what, for all intents and purposes,
is a commonsense bill. Briefly, I would like to look at the segments of the bill and make a few comments,
observations and concerns that I have. First, with regard to the amendments to the Education (Capital
Assistance) Act, I would like to congratulate the government for taking on board the input of the Catholic
education department and independent schools by making it more efficient and flexible for non-state
schools to be granted assistance. 

It cannot be argued that non-state schools are not a valuable part of our community, and part of the
viability of these schools is centred on their ability to secure grants from the state government. These
provisions make that process easier to manage. I do, however, share similar concerns to those expressed
by the Association of Independent Schools in Queensland with regard to the recurrent funding for non-
state schools. While its concerns about the disclosure of financial data are addressed somewhat in the bill
in part 8A, the AISQ's concerns about the context in which financial data is used is a relevant concern that
I do not feel is addressed adequately by part 8A. That is to say, it is not properly addressed anywhere and
it has not been adequately explained here today why a school resources index is appropriate in judging
allocation of funds. Rather, it was simply stated that this requirement for financial data is not onerous. The
question put, and one I would like answered, is: whether it is onerous or not, why has the government
chosen to continue with the school resources index as a method of judging allocation of funds when
industry representatives declare such a method is inappropriate?

With regard to changes to the Education (General Provisions) Act in providing screening of the
criminal records of mature age students, I would like to make a couple of observations. I commend the
minister on the intent and implementation of this legislation. It is very important that, when students attend
school, they and their parents can be sure that their safety is a paramount priority. In particular, students
should be in a learning environment that ensures other students will not interfere with their learning
processes. These amendments will secure that safety. That is to say, these amendments will ensure that
any mature age student with a criminal record will be checked and, if unsuitable for integration with other
students, will not be able to attend that school. As has been mentioned, this change has been instigated
following an incident in which the act that this bill seeks to prevent occurred at a Queensland school. I
congratulate the minister on this move to ensure the safety of Queensland children.

I am further pleased to see that those with a criminal history that precludes them from integration are
still allowed to participate in a state school through distance education. It is important to realise that the
1,000 or so mature age students in Queensland are at schools for a variety of reasons. However, in many
instances it is because life has not followed the usual path that it does through adolescence. That is to say,
if we are serious about providing education for these students, some of whom have found trouble along the
way, we need to be serious about providing them with real incentives and opportunities to study. 

I do, however, have some concern with the message that this bill may send to mature age students.
The bill sets out that there is an obligation to disclose the criminal record of mature age students over the
age of 18. As mentioned, this is to ensure that all measures are taken to protect the safety of other
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students. However, schools and, to that extent, students are not afforded the same protection with regard
to students who are still at the school, who have only left the school for under a year or who have changed
schools after they have turned 18. 

If the minister would like to protect students—and I am open to clarification on this matter, as I am
interpreting the bill based only on what I have read—maybe that obligation to disclose should also be
extended to all students over 18. From my understanding of the legislation, a student who is over 18 does
not have to disclose their criminal record simply by virtue of the fact that they are continuing their
schooling, whereas a student trying to re-enter an education institute with the same record has to disclose
that record. 

My concern is that there may be a stigma attached to mature age students who may have a criminal
record and return to schooling and not to those other students who have continued their schooling but also
have a criminal record. While I know that there is no intention for this provision to discriminate, it might
happen in practice. Moreover, to ensure the safety of students from all of their fellow students not just
those classified as mature age, I would like to see this provision investigated. However, as I said, I would
be happy to be corrected by the minister if I am incorrect, and I urge the minister to consider this
submission. Aside from that clarification, I believe the rest of the bill makes sense and the provisions
evolve the bills they amend to bring them in line with recent developments. I commend the bill to the
House. 
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